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       Friday, 20 September 2019   

For Immediate Release:  

MEDIA RELEASE  

 

COW RESPONSE TO INCREASING TRENDS OF FRAUDULENT 

EVICTIONS OF PROPERTY OWNERS  

The City of Windhoek has noted with a great concern the increasing trends of 

fraudulent evictions of senior citizens and vulnerable members of our society 

from their properties through dubious land transactions. 

Council has a targeted programme through the Build Together programme and 

the Windhoek housing scheme, which targeting the low income earners residents 

on the western suburbs to reduce the housing backlog and shortage of land in the 

City. Unfortunately, these very same people are targeted by swindlers and 

schemers with an intended purpose of self-enrichment driven by greed. This 

conduct by swindlers also frustrates the good intention of Central Government 

and Council of reducing the housing backlog and poverty of our people.  

Every year our vulnerable people around Windhoek are swindled through this 

scheme from their houses and are evicted, leaving them homeless and, in the 

process, entrenching patterns of poverty, discrimination and social exclusion.  

 

The City Council has a standard practice invoked stipulations in the sales 

agreements for these type properties meant for targeted groups. More particularly, 

these properties once allocated may not be sold to any third party within a period 

of seven years. In this particular case involving the Otjomuise family, the 

restrictive resale conditions were omitted from the final deed of sale, despite the 

fact that clear instructions were given to the conveyancing attorneys to ensure 

that such pre-emptive rights were registered against the title deed. This omission 

is being internally investigated.  

 

In brief the facts are as follows:  
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1. On 3 September 2011, a certain Desmond Howard concluded a purchase 

agreement of an immovable property described as Erf: 3259 Otjomuise 

which was earmarked as part of the low costing housing scheme. 

 

2. On 14 September 2011, Mr Araeb and his wife Salode Araes concluded a 

sales agreement with the Windhoek Municipal Council. Clearly, when this 

agreement was signed they have already sold the immovable properties to 

Howard on 3 September 2011. 

 

3. Howard paid the purchase price to the City of Windhoek on the 15 

September 2011. The purchase price was not paid for and on behalf of the 

said Araeb couple to obtain ownership of the immovable property but for 

Howard to obtain ownership of the immovable property after seven years 

from 3 September 2011. 

 

4. Thus all-along, the intention of the parties in the first agreement was never 

to pass transfer of ownership of the erf and any dwellings thereon to the 

Araeb couple. The purchaser (Howard) had at all material times the 

intention to acquire ownership of the erf to construct not one but many 

dwellings and or apartments. 

 

The Council finds these conducts despicable and reprehensible, and it must be 

condemned, it is on that basis this Council has instructed attorneys to ensure this 

transaction is reversed, and the sale be set aside. In the same breath, we would 

like to warn culprits out there that should Council discover similar dealings, all 

possible legal decisions would be taken against them.  

 

On another note, we are all aware that its election times and interested people, 

pressure groups and parties are on the campaign trail, certainly this is an issue 

that affects the social standing of our people and should nowhere be used as a 

campaign tool.  The Council on this matter, and with its limited resources has 

done its best to ensure that the affected family has been provided with temporally 

shelter and amenities.  

 

We are humbly calling upon the public to respect their dignity and their privacy 

while we are trying our outmost best to assist the family.  The City of Windhoek 

is a responsible and caring entity that thrives for the wellbeing of its residents.  
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