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MEDIA RELEASE 
Subject: Water Saving Resolutions for the New Year, 2016 
 
2016 is here and it is the time of the year when many dwell on the recent past and make 
decisions or plan for the future (or that is the theory at least). Sadly very few people make 
‘New Year’s Resolutions’ about saving water when in reality a reduction in our daily water 
consumption is something that we should all be taking very seriously. So whilst most people 
are rejuvenated after a nice, relaxing summer holiday we thought we would share a few tips 
on saving water for inclusion in those fiercely determined decisions taken this time of the 
year: 
 

 Keep a constant focus on water saving in your immediate surroundings and remember 

those small ideas add up to massive savings; 
 Undertake to invest in the future of our great city in the coming year. Teaching children 

about the value of water, our most precious natural resource, will not only save water 
now, but carry well into the future; 

 Whether you are planning to renovate or simply change your garden in the coming year 
– GO NATIVE. Regardless of whether you are planting new vegetation at home, school 

or the office, select native plants because they tend to require a lot less water; 
 Undertake to regularly check your water meter or at least your monthly bill in 2016. 

Undetected and/or invisible leaks amounts to huge water losses that you may be paying 
dearly for and are costly to all residents in the bigger scheme 

 
In general Windhoek residents made great strides in the month of December towards 

achieving reduced consumption and managing our precious resource more carefully. 
Spurred on by the thousands of individuals who shared their conservation tips and ideas 

Windhoekers of all stripes enthusiastically joined the effort to save water at the end of last 
year. Based on weekly averages, consumption has dropped by more than 20% compared to 
the same period in previous years.  
 
The City of Windhoek would like to carry this momentum into 2016 and achieve even 
greater results while making water conservation a permanent effort. Despite some recent 
rainfall the country, and particularly the central areas, are still in the grips of a persistent 
drought. With reference to the City of Windhoek Drought Management Plan (available from 
our website) households should aim to conserve 50% on their historic (normal) consumption 

with an overall drop in demand of 30%. We are proud to confirm that the 30% overall 
demand reduction target has already been accomplished for short periods since the 
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announcement of the Water Crisis so we know that residents can achieve this provided we 
all work together. 
 
We wish to thank everyone who has contributed to the savings already achieved. Let’s use 
this as inspiration for better cooperation and even greater savings. 
 
As always, counting on you usual excellent cooperation. 
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